
IBB APPRAISER'S DEPARTMENT.

Assessment on Coods Its
Chief Functions.

$1/766^38 64 Saved to the Gov¬
ernment in One Tear by-

Raised Valuations.

WHAT MAKES MARKET VALUE.

hfrtiw Made Out in Every Civilised Tongue.
The dasaiflcation of Import*.What the
Arreral Divisions Hare To Do.Where
Onr Ladies Obtain Their Tresses.The
Eaormons Business Transacted.
Sow Additions To Be Hade

to the Buildings.

We have from time to ttme published a series of
articles en the various departments connected
vtth the collection of customs at thie port, giving
¦taste details of the several branches.

BACKED UP BT FIGURES
wMen never lie, the Items became solid facts which
kaveeted the intelligence thus Imparted with the
¦tmoHt interest and gave onr importers and the
poMe a store of information which heretofore they
4M not possess. Considering that four-sixths of the
entire revenue from Imports in the United States
«ome through the Collector of this Port, It is not
*o be wondered at that it takes a small army of
¦Macre to collect the samo. Tet, with all the cir-
cumlocution and vexatious restrictions consequent
ayon

A MIXED TARIFF OF UNCERTAIN TENOR,
tte herculean labor of accomplishing snch great re-
aalta with comparatively only one half of the re¬
paired force, the work of collection is admirably
performed and reflects the greatest credit upon
the chief officers of the Customs Department.
Vhe practical and scientific branch (the head of

which may properly be termed the Assessor of the
government) connected with collecting the rev-
.nae is

THE APPRAISER'S DEPARTMENT,
presided over by Mr. William A. Darling, late mem"
ber of Congress from the Ninth district of this city,
and a gentleman well and favorably known as Pres¬
ident of our Third Avenue Railroad, before the
present incumbent, and a business man of great
eapablllty. While the Appraiser virtually acts by
.rder of the Collector on invoices sent to htm for
appraisement, yet he is In a great measure Inde¬
pendent of the latter as far as

APPOINTMENTS OF EMPLOYES
In bis office are concerned, and which are made on
the Appraiser's recommendation by the Secretary
of the Treasury. The Appraiser's Department has
charge of

THE EXPOUNDING OF REVENUE LAW
as far as it applies to assessment or duties and im¬
posts, and all appeal cases are decided by the Sec¬
retary of the Treasury on reports made by this
department. Colonel John B. Frothlngham, law
officer and private secretary to Mr. Darling, who
conducts the correspondence, made within seven¬
teen months past over nine hundred reports, aver¬
aging three pages of foolscap paper, on appeal
oases and other subjects. These are only the official
reports going to the department, while corre¬
spondence with merchants and others is even
greater than the former. The beginning of the
work in the Appraiser's Office is at

THE INVOICE BCRKAC,
which la In charge of Mr. Adolph C. Ran, a gentle-
¦an well versed In the business and for a long
time In the government employ. The Invoices of
goods are Bent from the Custom House for exami¬
nation, either "warehouse entries" or "duty paid."
As a usual thing the Collector orders the required
Bomber of cases (the established rule Is one out of
ten) for appraisement, under a penal bond, which
signifies that If the said case does not correspond
with the invoice the Importer can btf called upon
at any time to produce the entire importation or,
In the event of failure, forfeit the security. The
Invoice is examined according to the quality of the
gooas, and alter being transcribed on a blotter is
sent to the division to which it belongs and re¬
ceipted for by the Assistant Appraiser in charge.The invoices are indexed regularly, on the first of
each month they

COMMENCE WITH NUMBER ONE,
and usually embrace from fifteen to twentythousand at the close thereof. The following list,
composing one year's transactions, will convey an
Mea of the magnitude of the business transacted
here, showing how many Invoices lor appraisement
were passed, the number of packages received in
¦tore and duties received on advanced rates:.

Passed Package# Duties Ad-
Invoices and Received vanced over
Appraisement inJUblic Entered

1871. orders. store. Hates.
September 18,760 21,260 $138,772
October It),982 17,Ofi8 136,soo
November 15,402 15,921 99,197
December. 14,632 14.934 104,018

1872.
January 15,093 17,457 130,889
February 16,065 l»,u40 138,692March 17.191 17,783 181,927April 20,888 22,587 229,501Kay18,002 18,203 222,306June14,806 14,529 128,670

July13,676 16,234 118,361
August 18,846 22,527 137,992

Totals 201,303 216,649 $1,706,138
THE APVANCED RATES OF DUTY

are Imposed upon goods which may be undervalued
by the importer, or to make "market value." The
importer very oiten purchases stock below regular
prices, which Is Invoiced accordingly. In order to
Mcape penalties which the law imposes he raises
the cost thereof, and pays his duties in comformlty
with the advance. This is the market value. Should
goods, however, on being examined, be found to
oe undervalued ten per cent, then

THE APPRAISER IMPOSES A PENALTY
besides the additional tax. Any undervaluation
below that sum is not subject to a fine. If the im¬
porter is dissatisfied with the Appraiser's decision
the matter is referred to two arbitrators, one on the
part of the Appraiser and another appointed by the
merohant. If both fall to agree the Collector of
the Port decides the subject Anally, unless the

ttter Is taken to the Treasury Department on ap-
1 or to the courts on suit.

AFTER HOODS ARE EXAMINED,
Che prices compared with the invoices, the latter
are returned to the Chief Clerk of the Kntry De-

rrtment, and, if found coriect, the merchandise
delivered to the Importer ana vhe invoices sent

to the Liquidating Department at the Custom
Bouse, where the most minute comparisons arc
made. A large book is kept here in winch is
entered a record or advanced rates on imports,
from which the total for any day in the year may
be ascertained at a glance. Besides this, there are
kept the "Correct Hook," the "incorrect book"
and the "Warehouse Book." The entire business
la conducted by

A SYSTEM OF CHECKS,
which makes it an impossibility for any errors to
occur. Should goods arrive at this port and tlie
Importer have no invoice, the Collector calls for
an appraisement, upon which a report is at once
¦Bade. If the value of the goods Is under $loo the
Appraiser nas power to pass the wares. If this
amount is exceeded the collector must decide the
question. The merchant, as a matter of course,
(Ives bonds to produce the original Invoice within
a given limit of time. Attached to the office of the
chief entry clcrk are eight assistant clerks and two
messengers, all of whom are constantly kept busywith Important duties. Invoices come to this de¬
partment In

¦VERY LANOCAGB OF TM! WORLD
and in every known currency, weight and mea¬
sure. A practical educatlou Is necessarily requiredto reduce the latter to the American standard and
at the same time do justice to the Importer as well
ma to the government. No less difficult is it to
appraise the worth of goods coming from remote
parte, and compare the prices with the ruling rates
of this country, than it is to estimate the mouey
value thereon. To do all this the appraiser has his
proper officials, and it Is onlr a wonder that he can
retain so much real talent at the beggarly salary
paid them by the government.

THE VARIOUS DiriSIONfl
to which are assigned Assistant Appraisers numbertea. Kacii one itas different qualities of goods to
examine and appraise. It is singular to note the
incongruity in the classification of merchandise
assigned to one division, which makes the labor
werv difficult for the examiners. They are required
to have a thoroush knowledge not only of one
article but of all fabrics coming under their notice.
The following statements will give a full Idea of the
CLASS OF GOODS COM1NO CP FOR APPRAISEMENT.
In the First Division, under charge of Mr. Albert

Gilbert, the asslguments consist ef cigars, cigar¬ettes, snuff, tobacco, Iniormal appraisements, per-aonal effects, sample ofllce packages, seizures,
express packages and steamer examinations. This

called the "damage division," which
examines all goods on which allowance is claimed
mt damages on the voyage of importation. Mr.

Gilbert ku ten assistants, each of whom to highly
practical to various branches.

TUB 8BCOND DIVISION,
over which presides Colonel James Bart, laa the
examination and appraisement of antiquities,
bronzes, clocks, eoniectlonery, epaulets, mncy
goods ol every description, small and fancy manu-
lacturcs of alabaster, glass, marble, porcelain and
spar, fancy boxes, gold beaters' skin, gold and
silver galloon, gold and silver ware, jewelry of all
kinds, lithographic stones, mosaics, musical in¬
struments, optical*, optical, philosophical and
photographic apparatus, precious stones, regalias,
toys, watches, watch materials, watchmakers'
tools, glucose, honey, melado, molasses, sugar.

TBS EXAMINATION OF BILKS
and fabrics consisting or parts of silk and other
material come under Assistant Appraiser Thomas
W. (Jlbson. The mode ol ascertaining the com¬
ponent parts of silk and cotton in mixed goods is
critical and of great importance to the merchant.
The nature of the goods determines the rate of
duty. On silks the tariff is from fifty to sixty percent; besides, on British goods the Invoice* canuot
be relied upon, as the oath accompanying the same
Iroui many manufacturers is wholly unreliable. In
England perjury is not a felony. A sworn-to mani¬
fest is only a declaration or affirmation. To prop¬erly come at the component parts of silk and cotton
the Assistant Appraiser cuts a small square partfrom the article under examination. This he un¬
ravels into threads, separating the silk from the
baser material.

A OOIJ) SCALE, OF MINT STANDARD,which balances to a shadow, is used to weigh the
silk and cotton. If the former predominates the
higher duty Is exacted; if otherwise, then the im¬
porter pays the lower tariff. Poplins give the
greatest trouble to examine. If cotton is of such
fine fibrous texture as to appear like silk the test
Is then made by burning the thread. Bilk only
glimmers;cotton burns. This hint should prove
valuable to the shopping community. Besides the
above, this division examines and appraises but¬
tons of every description, embroideries, except
ol gold and silver; hatters' plubh, laces and lace
goods of every description, ladies' wearing apparel
made to order, raw, tram and organzine, and all
manufactures of Bilk; trimming*.

TUB FOURTH DIVI810N,
of which Mr. Lawrence W. Moore is Assistant Ap-
6raiser, has charge of the examination of bugging,
askets, cotton, gutta percha and India rubber

doth and v- bbiog, manufactures of ootton, lax,
grass, hemp, Jir \ or of which either of these arti¬
cles shall lie a component of chief value, except
carpets, carpet ug, mats, matting and oilcloth;
rope and cordage, thread of linen or cotton, twine,
willow ware,

WORSTS!) GOODS OF KVRRY DESCRIPTION,
banting, buskB, corsets, feathers, crude and or¬
namental; tlowers, artificial or natural, dyed and
dried; gloves, hair braids, hats, hosiery, knit
goods, millinery goods, parasols, straw braids and
nmbreilas are assigned lor examination and ap¬
praisement to the Fifth Division, of which Ur. Clar¬
ence W. Meade is Assistant Appraiser.

TUB HOST IMPORTANT
division is the Sixth, In charge of Mr. John A.
Baush, who is likewise Special Deputy Appraiser,
and has held office In that branch for upwards of
thirty years. Mr. Baush is considered one of the
best judges of wool and lurs lu the country. The
articles belonging to this division consist of coir,
esparte and Sisal grass, fibre, flax, flocks, hair of
all kinds, hemp, istle, jute, shoddy, wool, and all
materials which enter into or form a component
part of texlle fabrics, except cotton and silk,
bristles, canes, unmanufactured; carpets, carpet¬
ing, furs, and all manufactures of Air, mats, mat¬
ting, oilcloth, palm leal, rattan, whalebone, whale¬
bone for stretchers, woollen cloth, woollen yarn
and all manufactures of wool.

HUMAN IIAIR A8 A LEADING IMPORT
must sound rather harsh, and speaks volumes for
our extravagance. Vet this article brings a very
heavy revenue to the government. The duties on
hair are twenty per cent on raw, thirty per cent on
clean and forty per cent on manufactured. The
circular of Leon Pelleray, of Paris, is taken as the
standard soale of prices by which to estimate val¬
ues of other manufactures. Within three years
this article, owing to its scarcity and fuU demand,
has increased in value thirty per cent.

_
tjie seventh division

in charge of Mr. William S. Headley, 'is verv exten¬

sion*- ai\ ?8 cognizance of the following merchan-
muCa preparations, apothecaries'

f'l asbestos, aapnaltum, bituminous sub¬
stances, brimstone, cardamom seeds chAiic Ahem
l:als clay, corks, cork treeZrk Uextrin.* dru.
dye stuffs, earths, extracts gelatine frum'a

.¦."glass, leeches, lemon Juice M<f3 if&S'

specimensorbStanyS natSrerhlsto^XoS
wax, and vegetable/wa^colors,Sf1''1
._ j .

animals subject to duty,

terla^ bHr?Bntnn»« e« °f leather< brlck. building ma-
teriai, Durrstones, carriages, casks coal rmptnrv

<Valn pipe, earthenware, XM itfr woSEmS
sheathing, glass, glassware, grindstones guano

fw? Percha (unmanufactured), hides, hide cut-

turpd't ?v<v».\/ ?rnfl'lcc' ,ndla rubber (unmanufac-
tured), Ivory, Ivory nuts, Junk, laths, leather inm.
ber, mother of pearl, oakum, paper stock Parian

sklnsP%Cot rursfre«iaf0UBhln,r stoneB< rags, shells,
k7.ii.ii.!? .

fur8>» 8|ate, spars, spiling, stone for

(cabin$'ftSnSnrtV^0nument*' tUe8, veneering, wood
SK&T.aMra,»r

A
NINTH DITI8I0N

!red ^neral James F. Hall. Assistant
Appraiser, to whose care is committed a most im

Pliant branch of imports, conJistlnB o?brou?o
powders, coach hardware, cuilery Dutch memi
emery, gold and silver leaf, hardware harne«Mmn
and manufactures of Iron, machinery,'metals mica
minerals, needles, ores, pen tips and holders' Dins'
penSl and munufactu»ea of steel,' steoi

ARTISTS' MATERIALS, PAINTINGS

as-a
soap, not toilet; soaprtock woa®
spirituous liquors, stationery stat'uarv t»,.«

vanilla beans, wafers, wines, works of art' are ex'
"».?«« by the Tenth division, In charge of Mr"
David c. Sturges, Assistant Appraiser and is a verv

.FPorta?1 adjunct 01 Mr. DarUng'a departmen?
Rr/^Ao ^ ^ was taken off coffee and tea these
fmnfrt..?re appraised bv this division. No less

Hcewlse beio!l^niaiSlna 2.0f 'mPorted liquors,
iiKewise belonging here, which requires a verv
able judgment and discrimination. The sDeciflr
duty on this article Is $2 per proor gallon.

P

<_ .
AN ENORMOUS BU8INES8

is done by the appraisers, as must be admitted after
perusing the above facta. It is bo more than iuat

iuihi^*J?at under the able administration of Mr

oneraiS. ntf o?£?J0U8 .acAh,norJ of his department
operates like clock work. A capable officer is never
removed, although the utmost political oressnreuconstantly brought to bear on hte. to makl Ipiace
for some aspiring office-holder. The only removals

whnHK. ? 8 ma(ie are ot openers and puckers
who need not necessarily be experts.

P-*cltcr8»

.. ,
THE SCARCITY OK ROOM

Jn the appraisers' stores is as much bewailed .>« i*
ta in the Cnstom House. But arrangements are
now on foot by which more space wM bo added to
the former, as also to the public store Mr wn.

let, Architect of the Treasury DeimrtinAnt ho'«H5

if Jj i ? a? one °n New Church street are to
be added to the present structure This will mrnrri
some relief for the present, but if import? eon
tinue to increase at the rate of the past Sve yea?«
LTnnn,entwiI1 be c°mpelled to erect a new
Custom House, appraisers' and public storrs hm

e?y.f thlsm'y. lberefore- wonW b« the Bat-

OEPHANS' OHABITyIiALL.
From the extensive preparations which have

been already made and are still progressing, the
all, which is to take place in the Academy of Music

on the 22d of January, 1873, promises to eclipse all
previous eiTorts of the "Young Men's Association."
The interior of the building will be handsomely
decorated for the occasion, and two full bands will
supply the music during the evening. The accom¬
modations of the supper room are to be of the most
ample character, and nothing will be left undone
by the various committees to promote the pleasure
and comfort of the company. The marked success
wta ich has hitherto attended these balls is a gratl-
lying evidence of the popular nature of the deserv¬
ing and truly noble charity which they are Intended
to assist. The gentlemen or the associa¬
tion, which Is composed of representatives
of nearly every profession and branch

Kane Treasurer, P^llalone' w^nJf,11? wW"Uam J'

John J. McGowan; CorJ^oidVng^s^retaTs o'

vided for within wails oi KSe*
SF.RI0DS EMBANKMENT ACCIDENT.

Testerday forenoon, white a gang of laborers
were working at an embankment on Thirteenth
avtnue, between High and Howard streets,
Newark, an Immense mass of earth suddenly gave

swuvksjpks
supposed that he was killed, but on being dug out
It was found that though his head £¦¦ ¦E?rihE?.«»
Ma leg broken and body crushedhta fn^iriM
not likely to prove fatalto wm
hospital seven nthor

removed to the

¦SSSlur iajurj. workmen narrowly escaped

BLUNDERS OF BUILDING.
Sham Wooden Structures That Have Re¬

cently Been Erected in Hew York,
Under the Eye of t7ie Super¬

intendent of Buildings.

The Thin Iron Disguises of
Splendid Tinder Boxes.

Insurance Men Condemn Them
Unreservedly.

Horrible, when viewed npon the most vivid and
most appalling Ride, have been those disasters of
flre which, since the laying ol Chicago in ashes,
have come, one after another, npon the pobltc
with startling and terribie ruin. But as there is
no Rweet without its bitter so there is no bitter
without its sweet. The bright side of the picture
is the lact now presented that there la aroused a

strong popular feeling in Avar of a radical reform
In the architecture of cities, so that the principles
of humanity will take precedence in the considera¬
tion of the builder* to those 1 artistic ostentation.
Onr most pretentious structures will be found as a

rule to be less thoroughly fireproof than many
which present far plainer exteriors, but are, in
fact, very carefully erected with reference to the
greatest safety for hunii^n life and for property.

TUB LATE FIFTH AVENUE PIRK
has again very recently made only too palpable this
by no means nattering fact.
In a recent interview with Mr. Macgregor, the

chief of the inspection of buildings in New York, he
was reported to have declared that he had. no

power to dictate in what manner a building should
be erected. Yesterday a representative of the
Herald called upon Mr. Macgregor again and
opened the conversation by calling Ills attention to
the alleged saying of his above referred to.
"The printed words are slightly incorrect per¬

haps, through an error of expression or through a

misapprehension on the part *f the gentleman who
repeated them. I really said that I had no power
to dictate an alteration of a structure which had
been erected beforo the passage of the law creating
my authority unless enforced by a special act. In
the building law of 1871, section 31, there lathe
following
TUB POWERS OP TliE SUPERINTENDENT OF BUILD-

INKS.
" 'The Department of Buildings named under this

act Bhall have lull power in passing upon any ques¬
tion relative to the modes, manner of construc¬
tion or materials to be used In the erection, altera¬
tion or repair of any building in the city of New
York.'»
"And you interpret this as an enactment only ap¬

plying to buildings erected subsequent to Us pas¬
sage ?"
"Yes, 1 do."
"Supposing, then, that such is the case, why

were not the flre escapes provided for by special
act placed upon the Filth Avenue Hotel over the
interior court yard ?"

"1 do not think that any more lives would have
been saved than were, if those escapes were there.
In my belief the girls were smothered while in
their beds asleep.at least the greatec number of
those who were killed were Rmothered. if they
had had the strength to escape why did they not
do so through the hall and down by the other stair-
way V"

BIIAftf STRUCTURES.
"Does not your power over the manner of con¬

struction of all new buildings enable you to be the
judpre of what constitutes prooi against fire and
what, does not ?"
"Yes sir."
"I understand, sir, that there have been erected

quite recently in several parts of the city buildings
or both a novel and a dangerous character, as if
specially devised as food for the revels of the lire
Hend alter he should become wearied with attack¬
ing rotten tenements *"
"There are several wooden buildings in various

parts of trie city that were built before the present
law against their erection came into vogue."

IRON COVKKBD TINDER BOXES.
"But are there not some structures built of wood,

covered wtth iron, and Claimed to be fireproof, that
were recently completed 1"
"There are two such buildings.one In Centre

street.No. 42,1 believe. It belongB to Messrs. Noyce
& Wines. This building has walls ol wood, but they
are sheathed on both sides with iron. Its exterior
presents an appearance of great solidity, massive¬
nous and strength."
"What do you think of such a method of architec¬

ture ?"
"I do not approve of it myself. I do not think It

a style of building which ought to be encouraged."
"Why then do jou permit Tt to be practised Y"
"Well, I think that the walls are as nearly fire¬

proof us an ordinary Iron building, as they are pro¬
tected on both sides."

IRON AS A CONDUCTOR OP HEAT.
"Will not this Iron sheeting communicate more

speedily any heat caused t»y a Are in the interior
of the building to the centre of the walls than if
they were built of brick ?"
"Wood In that position withstands the heat very

well. Besides, the plastering is a great protection,
as it is In dead lloovs. It takes a long time for the
Dames to work their way up through the ceiling.
Insurance men who have iuspected these struc¬
tures accept risks upon them just as readily as they
do on others with walls entirely ol iron."
"Are there not other buildings of this sort in the

city recently finished ?"
'.There is one at the corner of Worth and Centre

streets; but It is merely a low, temporary struc¬
ture, built by the trustees of an estate whose heirs
are yet minors.

HBPWORTn'S NEW CHURCH
in also constructed in this manner, but the walls
are of brick, covered both outside and Inside with
iron. Dr. Scudder's iron temple, In Brooklyn, Is a
frame structure, with walls protected by corru¬
gated Iron. When the plaus were first drawn for
this I disapproved it, and also when I went over to
see It while in course of erection 1 remarked upon
Its faulty architecture, but my oplnloil was not con¬
sulted."

WHEN HIS OPINION WAS CONSULTED.
"But your opinion was consulted In the case of

similar buildings in New York, was it not ?"
"Yes; but those are considered by the insurance

men to be perfectly sale. And what a terrible op¬
position 1 should meet with if I should suddenly be¬
gin to fight, the architects and owners of these
structures!"

THE ILLS OF OFFICE.
The interview was much longer than the portion

given above, and Mr. Macgregor uttered many
very original suggestions about his department,
which, however, he declares tt would be a herculean
task to put In practice. Mr. Macgregor also re¬
viewed his course since he was appointed Superin¬
tendent of Buildings, and said lu conclusion, after
dwelling on the Ills and vexations or office for a
length or time, that he would have had peace long
aoro it Mayor Ball had only seen fit to accept his
resignation. *.

Inquiries Among the Insurance Men.
Subsequently the reporter went down in the In¬

surance region or Broadway and made Inquiries
among the learned ones in risks and valuations.
The Surveyor or the Underwriters' Association was

first visited at the office, near Cedar street. Mr.
Kingsland volunteered whatever Information he
conld impart with the utmost courtesy. He was
first asked
"What do you think or the corrugate* iron

buildings recently erected In the city so rar as con¬
cerns their fireproof qualities T"
"I think very little of them, Indeed. They never

did meet with my ravor. I condemned them from
the first"
"For what reason do you condemn them?"
"Because they are far less proof against fire than

almost any other kind of building to be found In
the city, excepting, perhaps, those which are en¬

tirely or wood."
HBPWORTH'8 NEW CHURCH.

"Are the^e many now In course or construction?"
"I know only two or three. There Is Hepworth's

new church at the corner or Forty-fifth street and
Lexington avenue, which Is partly of brick, partly
or wood and partly of Iron. The interior or the
front wall Is built or brick, while the other walls
are framed with wooden timbers. All the walls
are finished with plates or corrugated iron, both oa
the outside and inside. The building 42 Centre
street, however, is only sheeted with Iron on the
exterior, the timbers ol the frame being
bare inside. This style of architec¬
ture Is being used to the greatest
extent In the erection of churches. In Brooklyn Dr.
Scudder's 'iron temple,1 as tt Is called, is an ex¬
ample, and also Talmage's Tabernacle. Ihe former
Is nothing more than a slight frame covered with
corrugated sheets of metal."
"In the case of a tire what chance do you think

there would be for these structures to withstand
the flames ?"
"Very little chance, Indeed. The heat would be

oomfbunlcated immediately to the wood, and
THE WALLS WOULD OO.

If there wm a Are oo the opposite side of a street

to that upon which one of those bnildlngs stood
the flames, when Miey became to any drgrre in-
tease, would heat the iron plates until they were
red, and then the wood would Ignite and burn."
"Do yon remember any instance In which a

iraitding ol this character haa been consumed by
Are i"'
"I do. There was one not more than four month*

asro.a large daughter limine at the comer of Hirut
avenue and Forty-illth turret. It weut like a
kindllngwood box covered with tin. The plates of
Iron

CURI.ED UP AMD CRACKRD OFK
on both sides and the walls vanished like magic,
'that is just the way I expect those big churches In
Brooklyn and that of Hepworth also will go."
"Are these buildings Insured at the same rates as

ordinary brick hreproor buildings t"
..Well, the subject Is now under investigation by

myself, and after l make my report the Board arc
to tlx the rates which, iu future, will be chanted
for Insurance on these buildings. Itonly recently
that our attention has been specially called to
them. They will, however, be much higher tbau
those on brick buildings.*'
The interview was here ended, and the reporter

then called upon Mr. Dayton, the Surveyor of the
American Fire Insurance Compauy, who, like
several other gentlemen In the Insurance business
whom he had already met,
CONDEMNED UNKKSKItVKIM.Y TDK CORRUGATED IRON

FUIMMKIIS,
as being unsafe and incaputile of resisting the at¬
tacks of Ore. From another source, the designa¬
tion of which Is reserved by request, he learned
that the rates to be established by the Hoard of
Underwriters on buildings constructed of corru¬
gated iron wonld undoubtedly be as high as lorty
or flfty per cent above that charged ou ordluary
fireproof structures. This rather plainly indicate*
the opinions entertained by capitalists or the style
of architecture which Superiutendant Macgregor
has permitted to come Into voguo, although he
saya that be does not approve of It.

.

OBITUARY.
Justus Lawrence.

Justus Lawrence, a popular and much en-
teemed citizen, died at his residence, in Yonkers,
N. Y., yesterday morning. He was taken lrom life
suddenly. Mr. Lawrence was President of the
Continental Llle Insurance Company, and during
many years past a most active business man, and
held a first place In the commercial community
and social circle.

Ambrose R. Wright.
By telegram from Angusta, Ga., under date o'

yesterday, we were Informed last night of the occur¬
rence of the death of General Ambrose Ranson
Wright, one of the editors of the Chronicle and
Sentinel newspaper and member elect to Congress
from the Eighth district ol Georgia.
General Wright expired at his residence, In

Augusta, at an early hour in the forenoon. He was
carried off by general debility, resulting from an
attack of nervous fever, which endured upon him,
with mo't> or less severity, during a period of
three weeks. He was an exceedingly popular man,
and to some extent, a representative Georgian,
of rare fiiiilitles. His death causes very profound
grlel and is mourned throughout the Mtate as a
public calamity, for the reason that he was dis¬
tinguished alike by his military record, his legal
attainments, political abllitiy and line social amen¬
ities. General Wright was forty-seven years of
age.

Robert Macpherion. [Foreign society in Rome, particularly the mem¬
bers of the Scotcli representation In the Holy City,
Has Just lately lost, by death, one of Its most genlai
and gifted members, Robert Macpherson, who may
be called the father of photography In the Italian
capital. Robert Macpherson wax born In Edinburgh
In 1810. While still a lad he went with 1>Ib pareuts
to Canada, whence he returned at the age of seven¬
teen to study medicine lu his native town. As a

medical student he was the friend and companion
of Edward Forbes, John (Joodslr, George Ue
(nephew of Sir Charles), William Edmondstoune
Aytoun and others of that brilliant mrctunuclw/t,
while he was a constant and welcome visitor at the
houses of George Combe and the members of the
Siddons family, then residing in Edinburgh. H s
health save way before the completion of his
studies and he had to renounce the career of an
armvburgconin India for the hanllvlcss con preu la
one of that of a painter in Home. Thither he went
in 1840 and labored assiduously with palette and
hrush until he had acquired considerable pro-KcyTn his art" particularly in portraiture. An
ophthalmic affectlon-thewiuxla101 an.«genji/rpvallinff in Rome In 1862.so impaltca 111s eye£i*ht in, hat year that he seemed again on the
noint o! abandoning his profession, when the acci¬
dental arrival of an ol* Edinburgh colleg an Dr.
rinrk (late of Capri), gave him a fresh start In hisRustic career The Doctor had coine to Home
with a camera and lenses and all the apparatus of
the then novel and fascinating art of Mim*Macpherson, single-handed overcame "lithe J11culties with which photography was at that timeh«iet ¦ and Dercelvlng Its value in a place so richTn autl^ar&u and art treasures as Ko.ne.appUcd
it to the reproduction of the various objects of Inim.i.rS Win. at mtoei '"f». *»£srS.-B-irSi* 't:as a photographer, he enjoyed considerable
romitutloa ns an art critic and a lrlend ol
artists and men otVtters. lie was the discoverer
in 1848 of the lamous picture by Michael Augelo,
S&ff&UK ofmayuyafloSs

every well accredited visitor was always welcome.
hi« death is deplored by the constant resident In
Rome and by the Stranger within her gates. His
111 erarv rapacity appeared to more than orilinaiyadvan^M in his letters contributed In succession?oFatheWout;«ome live and twenty years ago.
while his occasional communications to the Athe-
weum. and hIs criticisms and lectures on the, treas¬
ures 01 the Vatican, always commanded and re-
warded attention. A finer or more typicftl specl-
men of the "kindly Scot" It was seldom his coun-
trvmpn's nleasure to And in a European capital,
and men of all sorts and conditions from both sides
i-iftiip Atlantic were among the mourners when,
after a painful Illness, Robert Macpherson'a remains
were borne to the grave.

John De Haga.
The Australian mall from Melbourne brings news

of the deliberate suicide, by shooting, of John l)e
Haga, a well-known basso, who was lormerly at¬
tached to opera companies In America and the
British Australaslaif colony. Prior to his arrival
in Australia Mr. De llaga had a very chequered
career. His travels had been extensive both In
Europe and America, and he first studied the art
which he subsequently adopted as a profession In
Italy. He was well connected and moved in good
circles both in London and Paris, but a disposition
for roving seems to have led him to America, where
he soou joined the Nevada filibusters and became
a captain of that body. This was in the feverish
gold and silver days of that territory, and Mr. De
Haga, Use everyone else, sPccula.^^.^efor(c,ntarthlson the lllibusterlng expedition. 0a t.
arnpditton he received a severe wouuu,

ss? whSrv.'.

found thatlie could only secure some three thou
sand dollars out of what had been a very consuiera-2JP fortune. With that remnant he went toiCall-
fornla and lived In San Francisco for about a
roume of rears, during which time ue experlence.l
log stories of this period of his lite, hrom Caliror
niii he went t<> Melbourne. Mr. De uaga nas
been belore the Melbourne public lor some eight
nr nine years ftB a musician of laijje ability,Sfthnncrh his voice latterly has railed very
SKfT8S ^
Sr^VS? "coach"° was" wel^nown
and avaUcd of by the profession, and his services*n this line w^e in frequent requisition. U Is
irrinwn that for some time past Mr. De iiagawas
embarrassed by pccunlary oUUKatlons andltnpec^nloslty, but even his best frifa^s.t^eJrmno ,fL hL? hut muttpTH were so desperate with iiim. ite nuu
been in a very desponding:c°n<l!tlon1 for some time.
And onlv a lew days belore his death spoke to a
friend on the subject of his troubles, o
he would aw soon put a bullet through his head arnnTtnue to live on with such a weight of debt
hanging over him and no prospect of lasting em¬
ployment.

1H. Janet-Lanft"
The Frcnch Journals announce the death of M.

Janet-Lange, historical painter. In his eighty-
seventh year. Ho was a pupil of Collin, Ingres and
Horace Vernet. Many remarkable works of tnjiiartist, are to be seen in the museums and public
monuments ol the departments ol b ranee.

BABATOGANS PB0TE8TIHG AGAII8T COCK
fighting.
Saratoga, N. Y., Dec. 21, 18T2.

AH indignation meeting of citizens was held here
last night, in the rooms of the Young Mens' Chris¬
tian Association, to protest against the holding of
the great cock fight. New York city versos Troy
advertised to come off In this village. Resolutions
?we adopted and a protest put in circulation,
m.h la rirtv weinff signed by hundreds of ourcitizens. L*?gal steps haSe alsoWn taken to dls-
r»nvpr thft narties enitftjred In tift nifttcli, and Mr.
Rerirh of "§ew York, lias been telegraphed to con¬
cerning thematter. T*matcU will probably not
come off here.

OUB NAVAL DEFICIENCIES.
Tbe Unprotected Condition of Our Great Sea¬

board and Largo Saaporta-How New
York Harbor Could Be Entered by

a Hostile Iron-Clad Fleet.

To THj> KDlTOROr TUB Hkbam>:_

to the reuort11 flM.timC 8in°L> 1 ao,,i:e^ou alla<le<l

toSo UalteU 8uteH Ari°y Engineer
.Secretary of War upon harbor defences, and

mX ""..tant matter appears to command their attention

"he^mv' 4STS the Utt('ntl°n or th0 omcers or
the armj. Why, that has been the case for yearn,
and would it not be well ,or you to n.ake it com!
mand the attention of the legislators at Washing.
ton, so that by oar army and navy our .."it sea¬
board cities at Ieaflt may ^ protecte(, lrom M
laid at the mercy of an aotive, energetic enemr?
bnpply the army with guns and carriages to mount
them on, and powder of proper initial velocity to
drive the shot effectually to do its work upon the
enemy. Give the navy some ships to do tlielr
work, repair the iron-clad* at League Island mat
can be repaired, have a system of torpedoes lor of-
fenslve and defenslvo operation. I wish now to
state thut the vast Improvements in ihe modern
foreign navies Rive us no timely warning,
or they are all r«ady, and we shall awake
to the fact some day (God grant it mar be soon)
that we arc far behind them In iron-clads, monl-
tors, harbor defences and the wonderful destruc-
ive torpedo. Already have we too long acted
upon the supposition tnat wo are well prepared
and may not a continuation of tnis blind oolicy
cause some of our beautiful seaboard cities to fail
an easy prey to their Iron-clad fleets whenever
they may seo lit to hurl them upon us? I will lm-
agiuo a case and at this time It is uot at all au im¬
probable one.
Imagine war with England and their Iron-clad

Channel fleet, combined with their Iron-clad Mecil-
terranean fleet, with their wooden war and trans-
port fleet, ordered to proceed to aud force an
entrance Into the port of New York. We will sup
pose we have thirty or sixty days' notice, which
would IK! a long notice. It may well bo asked, How
will we meet themr Possibly some-enthusiast may
answer, By our lron-clad vessels; the local forts
and torpedoes planted about the harbor! Let us
see what we havo ready and can

Rnl.i.h 10. mCOt thls dcct of "»o
English, consisting of seventeen ponderous
lron-clads, backed with thlrty-slx wooden war
steamers, mounting from twelvo to einhtv irnn«
each, with a transport fleet of fifty steinierti
etedlly H,t,,um fteroSH the ocean from he

^.WissirTsar t

work earnestly0 at^orte* H^miDon a" dLa'aieUe8
iTiui«0J£r P»ao° commission our available iron-
clads. Lot us soo what wo havp tha

Plat^UimfonWclie? of"iron0'wThu^^a«?e%f.err°up ffi°uS 'SSJ-KSaS
phla or Portress Monroe, with her two 15 tnrh
guns. These two last are the best we i nJl
rightly informed by the Secretary oft he Nav'A
report, all the wooden iron-clads iinvi» >in
cayed beyond repair, a.ul 'onV some Oveor
six of the iron ones are considers! m

f°nr.rePa'r by giving them iron boams and decks
and this is yet to bo donp hum win ?**»»

'

months. The monitor Puritin may po^siwy b^ffot
r«n n,,

ca»our West "S squad.
ron and commission all the available woolion
steamers, and at the very most we iret Loirei hor a

s<luadron of fifteen wooden vessels andfo« riron
clads three of which are monitors The army and

Jn'J Jointly p.'ant the Lower Hay and Narrows with
all the torpedoes that can be made and each ami
6 tE "Stf ^i,t1ChB ft ""PP'J of tWloos

aC" aUd 1
ino English rieet comes ulonir in (rav) *\rt*

n?r>8niil?f Ju* fiatve been placed in the very beat
oi condition the time will admit of and tiw«

»ay',UWe wHiasum,o'iAeaa.t ttUC,lor 1,1 tUe LoWer
rmf.in..! . V a demand Is made for sur-

fh!1« . . S"61'1 au<* ^Ith usual Yankee nluck
the Dictator, lloanoke, Saugus and Puritan iro nut
side of Handy Hook and engaire the enemv'2 best
lron-clad. Of course the Are of teYanSs lm5!
clad guns of flftceu-inch calibre must and will hn.vn
telling effect at first; an English lron-clad orwouif be disabled;' but wi,

C 1 ^
Are of such guns as they could bhnJr
bear upon the decks of our vessels VeJe
IC5',,le,iInoalt.or:fl ''ecks would be smashed In like

S?-he. s, and the monitor soon disabled. Again
we will suppose the enemy, with thpfrJ!:
speed of ten to twelve knots to our Are [
knots, lay aboard our monitors. Here the destnie
tive torpedo comes into plav and use ami
the Dictator, Koanoke, laugus and l'arttan ^
clads.

hy aide with four of Un-English Iron-

T,f^>Ll?ln?h/0r our mo,,'tor defences of New York

harbn^ho iiU,'Ural or,,erH a" advance luto the
narbor; he has now, we will suppose ehwon .r

^^9C»nV^on cla<Js.in or<Jer; 11,8 " ooden war steam¬
ers and transports are still uninjured; his wooden
steamers he wilf order to pass the Bar ami riiev
must take the chances of the flrst Tinted tor

Mnnnn^rlil ' ho c*Pccts to lose say six of them.
iff*0"6 *re permitted to pass uninjured and

foii,^rPT OPS ,,eid for the Iron-clads, tilat soon
folloir. The wooden fleet engage the Yankee rteot

withetnrVHr Bdy Jnsl^e Handy Hook, both fighting
thpv t.°1r,,odoe8 *£ we" aH tht'ir batteries. Soon
1? ^ grappling ship lor snip, and thpv
mutually sink aud arc destroyed, say side bv side
Down they go together. The finglish lron-clad fleet

HandyuSokf^wlfardly pay any attenUonTo'the
unprepared fort there. rSclr leading ship m sunk

nfi,.a. * l,lc same as our monitor was at Mo-

«I « . °D K° ,he "'hers by the main shin

snnlv^ii p? ,',aps w,th aDother lron-clad sunk near

Si /.! ^olnt or Noutnwest Spit buoy or dis-
ab!ed by a lucky shot from some fifteen or i wentv
Inch gun, and they steam through the destroyed
wooden fleet In the I.ower Bay, and unelianiipi
nine In all, they go for the Narrows. Here the iron¬
clads lear naught from the forts nave the ctiance

siotCnfr?ltTrntVt',n0h Sh"t thut can '»e flred Thc

npnnf^.I i oth,®r *un" mounted there cannot
penetrate them. Torpedoes, of course mav sink
one or more, but on they tro, seven In all. up oast

i°r}H at '{®t"00's Island and Governor's Island
Again they take the chances of torpedoes and tin»
occasional fifteen or twenty Inch shot, but on thev
go, and. rushing past, they turn Into the North and

N.wV^7L'&r«»pSV7»;r'i.'5t»c»easier will it be to tome oy the way of Lonir Isiumi
F"" ^huylerrand then^ through the

Gate (thus avoiding sandy Hook lort statin
Island. Fort Hamilton, Lafayette He,lioe's Islind
Governor's Island and EI1U Island) ? I have
posed no Impossible result, prepared as we ari>

w?»h'»h write in no spirit oTdetracflon bnt
with the earnest wish that we may be awakened to
proper preparation and not be without a perfect
torpedo system lor both army and navy <;ood

ifort8' Proper1/ ftrmeci with heavy funs'
good powder ami naval vessels of great speed'
worwTnJT^.rn*'? re,l(lj t0 °Perate With ' positive'''

I f torpedoes; our monitors all In good order
and at least one torpedo vessel for each irreat ettr

i».. ^ne w itlie vlew of "rg'ng the latality of leav¬
ing our seaboard cities open to the «tiere«afni
attack of an active, prepared and brave enpm'J iJ
this article written. Vours Ac DEFENcK
SUPERINTENDENT MACGREGOR AND THE

FIRE DEPARTMENT.
To the Editor of thk H«uald:.

In jrour Issue of the 13th inst. appeared a com¬
munication, signed "A Fireman of the Present De¬
partment,'' the writer of which takes exception to
some of the views advanced by me la the conver¬
sation had with jour reporter regarding the recent
lire at the Fifth Avenac Hotel.
In justice to myself I think it but proper to state

that the report of the interview was lnuccurute in
one particular, in making me say that the Are in
question could never have attained the headway
it did had the old Fire Department been
In existence. I did assert, however, and still
claim that the old volunteers put out more
fire* on still alarms than the present force.
That circumstance I attributed uot to the superior
energy of the volunteer, but to the inadequacy In
point of number of men and apparatus of the paid
department. It is no discredit to even the best of
men that thev cannot perform Impossibilities. I
yield to no one in admiration of the zeal and dis¬
cipline that characterize the present force;
Indeed, any reflection upon H would come
with but a bad grace rrom me, who from
the moment the project was mooted was
an earnest advocnto for the establishment
of a paid department. 1 think, however, that the
force, in point of numbers, is utterly inadequate to
the wants of this metropolis, and have onlyto hope
that a calamity similar to that which vialted Chi¬
cago and Boston may not demonstrate the justness
of my opinion and the delusive character of the
economy by which the caief financial officer o; the
city government seeks to establish his reputation
as a reformer at the expense of his fellow citizens.
In regard to the (Jrand Central Hotel, which he

describes as a man-trap, It was built In accordance
with the laws in farce at the time of its erectlou.
If he would refer to my report for the year iu
which the (irand Central was rebuilt ho whl find
that I strongly condemned the erection of Mansard
roota built as above.
So far as regards the personal allnsions to myself

In thia delectable production. I flatter myself I
can afford to treat them with contempt. Yours
.eSMCUBliJ. JAMKS M. MACUKEGOK.

TENNISON NO BIGAMIST.
*

The Sympathies of Poughkeepsie People witfc
the Imprisoned Teonison.

NO CASE AGAINST HIM.

Perry Hlfapes, the Father of Mrs. TennU
son, Anxious to Retire from

the Prosecution.

Henry P. Tennison, of Rock Hall, Conaty Kil¬
kenny, Ireland, grandson Qf James de la Poer
Porter, one of the richest and moot influential
commoners in the south or Ireland, and connected
with the Marquis of Waterford or Beresford famllf,
still languishes In a Poughkeepsie dungeon,,
charged with the crime or bigamy, at the instiga¬
tion or one Mapcs, of Poughkeepaie, a retired
steward or a North River steamboat and the father,
of the young lady whom Mr. Henry P. Tenniso®
matlo the happy partner of his affections and KoclQ
llall, county Kilkenny.
Some lour or live weeks ago, when the staid

and respectable Inhabitants of Puughkcepslw
leorned that one of their daughter* had
eloped and married a man who had
another- wire living in Detroit, theyj
rejoiced over the capture or the heartless betrayer
of youth and beauty, and thirsted eagerly, for hi#
Immediate punishment. He was committed by,
Judge J. Barnard and be has since been indicted
by the Grand Jury.
During the past ten days the tide of popnlar reel*

ing has taken a most decided turn in Poughseepsle,
as Irom certain matters that have come to light,
the public are under the impression that Tennison*
Is wrongfully Imprisoned and that there were no
jusf grounds for his detention. The witness from
Detroit that was produced against him proved such m
complete (allure that he was immediately sent back]
without having proved anything. The prosecuting
parties are, It Is said, in rather a dilemma, as they
do not know how to support the charges they liava
made against Tennison. In fact. It appears they
would be glad to get rid of him quietly, as over*
turcs have been made to him to let him out and
pay all expenses provided he would leave tha
neighborhood. Tennison, however, means to fight/
It out, and make them prove the assertions by
which they have endeavored to ruin his reputation.
Court is now sitting at Poughkeepste, and 'fennlsonl
is anxious to liavo his case called up; but the pros¬
ecuting parties do not appear to be the least anx¬
ious to bring It to trial.
A Herald representative paid a visit to Mr. Ten-i

nlson recently and found the proprietor of Koclc
Hall, county Kilkenny, seated upon an iron bed¬
stead, which appeared rather destitute of Clothing.!He did not appear very despondent, and gave thai
following sketch or his career:.

I started irom Liverpool in I860, and came over to New
York with letters to Kichardson & Co., of that city. I had
been brought up in the wholesale produce business-
Stopped a short time In New York, and then went to StJ
l.ouis, where I presented some letters of Introduction 0
had received from Richardson A Co., of New York. Alton
waiting three mouths 1 obtained goods ol two larKU stores,belonging to Jocks A Co. While in St. Louis I became*
acquainted with a gentleman and his sister. The gentle¬
man was a very dear friend, and at his death he confided]his sister to my care. I gave her the use of m.v name, andl
we were known as Mr. and Mrs. Tennison, although wo
never wore married. She was sixty-five years of age,and stone blind. I was with her nearly ten years. She
ha< since leit the country, and is now somewhere in Ire¬
land. I remained in St. Louis until nine rnontns after tliei
wur, when 1 went to Toronto and went into business
under the name of Tennison A Hunter. We had a house in
Toronto ami a branch in Chatham. Our business was
wholesale and retail clothing. Sold out or the tirm last
March trom ill health and want to Detroit. While there*
was engaged with O. K. Maby for three week* and a day,;hut hearing some bail reports about him lYoin soma
Canada friends 1 resigned my position. Took a block ot
buildings on Michigan avenue, intending to occunv threei
of the stores in tin: wholesale clothing business anil lei
the other*. Set pain tors a in! carpenter* to work and started
lor New Vork to buy goo Is. While In the cam I saw
Mrs. Tennison (Miss Mapes that was), and belore we were
half way between Albany and rouglikcepsic 1 wasdonot
lor. Never met again until the morning w» wae mar¬
ried by the Kev. Mr. t'rury, in the Church of tne HolyComfort. Took her to Albany, to the Deluvuu House,mid when nut on* day her lather came with two detec¬
tives und stole her away. I went buck to Detroit and
took a store at 2J7 Jetterson avenue and rooms at tho
Riddle House. Received several telegram* sinned bv inr
wife, und linally came on to see her, Intending to bring;
her buck with mo to Detroit. When 1 arrived here 1 was
arrested at tho institution of Mapes, her lather, on m
charge of bigamy. I am anxious to have u trial, until
shall not leave without one, as my character and reputa¬
tion must lie flillv cleared from ull stain of dishonor In
Justice to the latiy I made my wife."
Before leaving Pouglikeepsle tho Heral.» repre-

Bentatlve received the lollowing communications
from Mr. Tennlson, which is printed verbatim:.
To Hkkju.o Coun«:*po:»mtWT:.
My grandlather (I'ennlson's) was James De la I'oen

Porter, one ol (ho largest and richest commoners In tlta1
south of Ireland, connected with the Murijuig
of Watcrford or Bercsford's family: but, like
other Irish gents ol the olden time, wcn&
through till,(KX) per unnuin Inside of ten years.Wfttertord people still recollect his coach and lour grays
going to Tramore races. His property was in counties oi
Kilkenny and Watertord, Irt land.
Kvery Kilkenny mm knows who Thomas Tennlson, of

Rock Hall, hence their devotion to mo here when I'
looked deserted. Alter Oarrlek Shook battle, which oc¬
curred at Tennison lodge gate, or, rather, within llva
hundred vurds ol it, a foster-brother of Tennlson'* ruther
wus arrei«ted wrongfully, named Zak Ryan, ol Condors*
town, and those inioruiers who were paid to nwear away
this man's lite, was innocent uh hi* father, showed most
conclusively, thov (the informers) showed they wera
perjurers, us this llyan had some day been purchasing
hunters ut a lair lor Mr. Tennlson, Sen. Twenty other
suspected parties were allowed to go free.. The sonifi
goes. Flood of Flood Hall, and noble Counsellor Tom TonJ
nison, Ac.
Tennlson was introduced in Detroit by Canada's^

merchant prince, a man who has no superior liv¬
ing.the Hon. John McMurrlck, of Toronto.and
has several letters, among others from one of tho
most respectable there.Motfat Brother.statinghow they regretted Mr. Tennlson had beak obliged
to sell and retire owing to ill-health, and that their
house alone sold his late Urm from thirty-five to
fifty thousand dollars per annum. Mr. Tennlson
is for six years a subscriber in Detroit to the uni¬
versally known mercantile agency of McKellup,
Tapman ft Co., and McKellup, Spragne ft Co., oi
New York. Those gentlemen will, he is sure, sew
as far as regards his statements of a business
nature, conllrru them. He takes this opportunityof thanking the New York house lor their kindness
when his character was so grossly aspersed, with¬
out having communicated with tliem, as he felt a
prison was not the place to addness Irom. For
pedigree of Tannisou's family sec Sir Bernard
Burke's "Landed Gentry of Great Britain and
Ireland."
Foughkeepsie people have now given all their

sympathies to tue caged Tennlson, although the*
credit him with being slightly touched In his head.
McOrady, of the Forbes House, still continues to
send him his meals, and the officials do everything
In their power to make his confinement as pleasant
as possible.

POLITICS IN HUHflABY.
[From the London Post, Nov. 7.]

The new Hungarian Premier, M. Szlavy, has ac.
ceded to his new dignity amid enthusiastic demon¬
strations of sympathy from both sides, the Dealt-
Ists as well as the Left, whose organ, EUenOr,
specially welcomes htm to his new post. Still
public opinion in Hungary and Austria doubts the
stability of his tenure of office, and public organs
openly express their misgivings. But for Deak's
unequivocal expression that "while he lives
Szlavy shall not rise to the Premiership," tho
speedy succession of a conservative Cabinet un¬
der that statesman would be accepted as an in¬
evitable lact. M. szlavy has already received the
sobriquet of "Citizen Minister" Irom the Hun-
garlan Parliament, not on account of his extrac¬
tion.which Is noble.but of his unyreauming.
almost bashful appearance and the close resemb¬
lance of his present condition to that or the hap-
less "citizen Ministry" Glskra-Herbst In cls-Leltha-
nia, whose example is considered no promising;
omen. M. Szlavy was born In 1819, being the sot?
of a military surgeon stationed in Presburg. His
education has occn entirely German, and In his
appearance the Prime Minister Is far more Ger¬
man than Magyar. He was educated at the
Thereslanum, at Vienna, and subsequently
threaded his way through the administrative ner«
vice without Mat till about ten years ago, when he.
was appointed Governor (Obcrgespan) of a district
in Hungary. On the formation or the Hungarian:
Cabinet (Andra*«r) he was raised to an under sec¬
retaryship in the Home office, and a few year*
later, on M. Glrovi's removal to the Ministry oP
Communications, he succeeded that statesman la
the office lie has but just exchanged for still higher,
dignity.namely, the Ministry of Commerce and!
Agriculture. His chief recommendation, as com¬
pared with his retiring predecessor, Is his un¬
doubted integrity, but he la considered wanting in.
the strong will and commanding individuality
which the leader of a Cabinet should under all cir¬
cumstances possess.

HEAVY HAUL IH HQBOKB*.
The professional river thieves, who make a com*

fortable living at the expense or the Cunard, Mam*
burg and Bremen steamship companies, sude an«

other descent at an early hoar yesterday morirtn©
on four cases of valuables which were plied on onol
of Anderson's trucks, on the Bremen dock. One oC
the cases contained Illustrated papers, and thv
others large quantities of silk and cotton mate-'
rials, valued at about $15,000. The strange nbas«4
oi the robberv is that It was perpetrated undCTthoj
eyes of several vigilant (?) watchmen. Officer]
Haves, of the pollcc force, and Chief Donovan aro*
on tht track of the invisible bur*lax*


